Converting LINK Responsesto Spreadsheets or Databases

Y ou can now convert either your PCLINK or WEBLINK responses to spreadsheets or databases. There
are two ways to do this. Oneiswith our LINK Extract Utility Program, which pulls prescribed fields
from particular responses, as described at the DAASC website,

https.//www.daas.dla.mil/devel oper/HelpDoc/extractrsp.html. The second way is to manually select the
data you want from any of your responses by using the fixed width option of Microsoft Text Import
Wizards. With the datain a spreadshest or database, you can use dl the features available in Excel or
Access, such as sorting or filtering, for analyses and creating reports.

LINK Extract Utility Program

1. Download and install the Extract Utility program from the website above.

2. PCLINK. Usethe PCLINK Save featureto save dl of your responsesin asingletext file. First click
on the Append button to turn off the Append feature. Next, click on your first response. Go down to
your last response, hold down the Shift key, and click on the last response. Y ou will notice that all of
the responses have been highlighted. After you have selected dl of the responses, click on the Save
button. A window will appear asking where you want to save the file and what you want to cal it. In
this example, we will save the file in the C)\ directory with the name LOG NIIN Responses.txt. After
typing in the file name and selecting Save As Type (*.TXT), hit the Enter key or click on the Open
button.
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You will receive an instant notification in PCLINK that says Saved to C:\LOG NIIN Responses.txt.

NOTE: In the example, we highlighted responses to LOGRUN NIIN Requisition Data. If you are saving
severd responses into asingle file to extract information, they must al be from the same type of query
and response (that is, all SAMMS SARC responses or al SAMMS SNIR responses).

WEBLINK. Copy and Paste your WEBLINK responses to atext editor, such as WordPad. Save
multiple responses in asingle file as type Text Only.

3. Double click on the Extract Utility icon on your desktop. Select File to get the drop-down menu. In
our example, we want to extract LOGRUN Item (NIIN) Requisition data. So select Extract LOGRUN
Item from the file menu.

>z Edtract Response Data - v3.01.011 i IEIqu

| File
Exkract DO3S
Exkract DRMS

Exkract LOGRUM Ikem
Extract LIPS IT
Exkract LIPS REQ
Extract LIF LLL
Extract SMART PIIN
Exkract SAMMS SARC
Exkract SAMMS SHIR
SKIR Abbreviated
Exkract SAMMS SRSC
Exkract SAMMS S04AF
Extract WMSIR

Options. ..
Stkrip BEG [ END

Show Cutput

Y ou will now see awindow that is asking where your response fileis. We saved our response data under
C\LOG NIIN Responses.txt. Note that the default file typeis Rsp Files (*.RSP). Y ou have to go to the
Files of Typebox and select Text Files (*.TXT) to seethefile. Select the file and then hit the Enter key or
click on the Open button to “open up” LOG NIIN Responses.txt for the Extract Utility.



Search - LOGRUN Item Response File I 7| =]

Look in: | = Local Disk (] | e @ ek E-

TNGRCO L IWINMT

TS0 Lz NIIM Responses
nkitled

unzipped

WWIEWER

Windows Update Setup Files
4 [»]

File: marne: |LEII3 MIIM Responses Open I
Files of tvpe: | Test Files [ TXT) | Cancel |

The next window asks where you want to save the new comma-ddimited file to be created by the Extract
Utility, and what you want to call it. In our example, we will call the new file LOG NIIN Extract.txt, and
save it under C\. Hit the Enter key or select the Open button to create and save the new file.

Search Results - LOGRUN Item I d Bt

Look in: | = Local Disk [C:] <] « @k B

| ChA_APPSWY O FarmFlow 2 Praograrm File
lca LIc CILIDEUFDT ClsqLio
3 CACrvptographey CLidbev4 [ Swplnst
_1DE3270 CILOGRUN CTaps3z
[:I Documents and Setkings f:l ora_gi [:I Tay
_IFEDLOGI? ClPalm CATHGAM

1] | i
Fil= name: ILEIG MIIM Extract Open I

Files of type: | Save as Test [ TXT)

j Cancel |

You will now see the file in comma-delimited format:




& 10G NIIN Extract - Notepad o ]

File Edit Faormat Help

ITEM MAME,UI, S0S, MSH, AAC, PRICE =]
"PANEL, STEP LOCKER",EAM,395,1680002802690,7,15814.14

"C¥LIMDER, COMPRESSED GAS, ACETYLEME, TECHNMI ", EA, 595, 8120002683360,0,191.25

"ACETYLEME, TECHNICAL", CF, 1DC, 6830002708216, L, 0. 00

"APPLICATOR, DISPOSABLE", PG, SOM, 5515012345838, D, 0. 83

"BOOTS, SAFETY", PR, 59T, 8430014357612, D, 66. 40

“TACHOMETER, ELECTRICAL, SELF—SEMERATING", EA, 595, 6680011329270,0, 301,92

"FUSE, CARTRIDGE", EA, S9E, 5920007556265, 0,111. 60

“ARM, ADJUSTIMNG, BELT TEMSION",EA,S9C, 2920012916477, D,132. 53

"MOBILITY WHEEL SET,ISU",EA,S9I,8145013945463,2,11721.05

-

4] H 4

Notice that the utility extracted data from the LINK response files and separated each data element with a
comma. You will also notice that the utility includes column headers. This makesit ideal for
downloading to a spreadsheet, which is the next step.

4. Open up Excel, and then select the file C:\LOG NIIN Extract.txt (you will have to go to the Files of

Typebox and select Text Files (*.TXT) to seethefile). Select thefile and hit the Enter key or click on
the Open button.
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Y ou will now see the first of three windows of the Text Import Wizard. The first window tells Excel if
the datais delimited or fixed width. Our datais delimited (that is, separated) by commas. Select
Delimited (if not already selected), then hit the Enter key or click on the Next button at the bottom of the
window.



Text Import Wizard - Step 1 of 3 7| x|

The Text \Wizard has determined that wour data is Delimited.
If this is correct, choose Mext, or choose the data type that best describes wour data.

rCriginal daka kype
Choose the file bype that best describes your daka:
% Delimited - Characters such as commas or tabs separate each Field.
i~ Fixed width - Fields are aligned in columns with spaces between each field,

Skark irport at pow: ll E“ Fil= arigin: Windows (ANST) j

Presiew of file ;Lo MIIN Extract,bxk,

TTEM NAME,UI,S0%,NSN,AAC,PRICE ﬂ
"PANEL,STEP LOCKER",EA,S83G,l650002502690,2, 1614 .14

"CYLINDER, COMPRESSED GAS,ACETYLENE,TECHNI " ,E&,59G,5l2000268336
"4 CETYLENE, TECHNICAL",CF,JDC,6530002708216,L,0.00
"APPLICATOR,DISPOSAELE", PG, S9M,651501234655828 .0, 0. 83 ~|

I ]
: Eirish |

The second window tells Excel which character separates the data. 1n our example, commas delimit

(separate) the data. When you select Comma, you will notice that columns appear. Click on the Next
button.

- |r.-| |.n~ |w |N ||—-

Cancel < Back I i

Text Import Wizard - Step 2 of 3 el b

This screen leks wou set the delimiters your data contains, ¥ou can see
hiow wour ext is affected in the preview below,

L [ Treat consecutive delimiters as one
[ Tab [ Semicalon ¥ Comma
[T Space [ other: I Texk gualifier: =

~Dakta preview

TEM MNAME I BOs HEN ﬂ
AMEL ,STEP LOCKEER A Foz [L&e3000Z20Z&30
TLINDER, COMPRESSED GAS ACETYLENE, TECHMNI A oG BLZO00Z623360
CETYLENE , TECHNICAL F MDC  pE30002708216
PPLICATOR,DISPOSAELE = O EELES01Z34CS3E8 | »

A | 2
Einish |

Cancel < Back




In the last window, Excel asks for the data format. The default is General. Y ou should change all
column formats to Text, unless you want to perform calculations on those columns. So in our example,
we will leave the Price column as General. Use the scroll bar to view the last column, then hold the Shift
key down and click on the last column. Thiswill highlight al of the columns. Next, select Text in the
Column data format box. Click on the Finish button.

Text Import Wizard - Step 3 of 3 E il b

This screen leks vou select each column and set -Column data Format
the Diata Format, {~ General

‘zeneral’ converks numeric values to numbers, date & Text
walues ko dates, and all remaining walues to text,  Date: MDY =

Advanced... I

" Do not impart column (skip

~Data preview

ACETYLENE, TECHMI

Cancel < Back Mexk =

The response data is now displayed in a spreadsheet:
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Y ou can convert your LINK responses to databases in one of two ways. import either your delimited text
file or your spreadsheet into Access. Open up Access and create a new blank database:




Selecting OK gives a pop-up box asking you for afilename. We will use the default filename dbl (we
can always rename it later). Select Create.
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Select Files of Type, and then either Microsoft Excel or Text Files. Then select your file and click on
Import.
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Y ou will then get an import wizard similar to Excel. Follow the directions above on completing the
import wizard, and Access will load your data into a new table.

Manua Data Extraction

To extract data without using the LINK Extract Utility Program, save PCLINK or WEBLINK responses

asatextfile. Inthisexample, wewill use LIPS Backorder by DODAAC responses to strip out document
numbers and NSNs.

10



|

LISE lesnaeee Benwenr

CEOECE

AFWC-TRACKER

MEH
oo
= Lz

MEN
e
tHM
CIRk=

HIN
(n}3]

*- REQ
GS&MUFFIM

RED
L&

ASEETS
LIFS
i BACK,
LOERIY
LM
SAMME
4 5ac
i - SMA
- 58E
! SHA
S Gk
i - sMA
- 58
1 SHA
= GAH
1 - sMR
= 59T

SHH

=+ SmaitLiMk.

H5H
SHEFSHOT
LISkiC

EIR
L. HIN

+ WP

=18 x|

i

Saven: | e Loca Dish [T =| = &y E-

- - = [ Time [ Connert |
DOLASC RS0 CHCA AFes CaramFw LdProgram P 1 T

| 1ZA_LIC LILIee_eOT LAsgin

|_lacrptography | uidbed LS xpanet

[Cicesrm [ [Ta=11 1] CaTapaz

Coeounertz snd e Clors s Caraw

|_JFeLoesr [_Jran LT mEmm

4l I i |

filmpane.  [LIFS Back Response |r__§.§i_ I

Save as bpa: |T=-Iﬂt| * 1| ;’ Cancel

e |
Quety: DOCAC=FERION Tine: 021133308
TTTT QACHOEDIRS for DODAAC PREOOD dace 2070 - ZOQEL ©7°T -
TOCHD Do BEN: OTY UOI RIC PROJ IMD STATUS PEI
FEEDOOZDTCO00S AES 284001111476503 1 E4 FHE 123 R HB 0F §31E
FEED0OZOTO0LLE ATD 5310004081733 1 A 3% W 05 22
PHSOOOZONCO08Z ARS LESOOOSELEIIE 1 B OFHD WP R BB 0F 2093
FEEDOOIDTOONAY ATD SEPEO144L153400 1 I THE ® W02 a5
FEEO000Z070008 S ANS SSS560144L153400 1 L8 FEZ 3 1. oz aA45
FEEDOOZDICONGT ATE LTROOODICEISTIC 1 TR ESD ® B 1z £L00
FELO000Z070009S AKS I315011985IIegn 1 KE L= E 1] oz =3
FEEDOOZOIOOZES ARL SIEZ00ERERZIEDE 1 IR #8E ) BC 0% £zEl
FASO00ZOIOOZI74 AKS 47TZ001008TOJISRK o KB =&C 3 1. o= IL=8
FEEDOOZNIOZLY ARS LEE0OOZIZHLO4 1 I FEE 123 W BB 05 foEE
PREDDOZOTOOIGCD AND 24001464706 7ET 1 L8 HZ -]-[=] R -1 ] 03 2l=3
FHSOOOZDTO0FEL AES SEADOLAEATOGTHE 1 3L FHE EEO R B 0% £led
PREODOOZOVOOIEE AEE ZE40014E47TO06TRIZ 1 KR FHZ BEQ R HE 03 2ZLl&3
FHSDOOZDTO0M6T AES 2EA00LLEATOSTHE 1 EA FHE BEO R HE 03 2153
PEEOO0ZOTOOI64  AKD ZE4001464T067HE 1 I& FHE BED R BB 03 ZLE3
FEEDOOZDIOO0MEE  AES 2840014E47067HE 1 EL FHI B8O R HB 03 2153
FEEOOOZOMOIGE AED 284001464706 7HE 1 A FHE BEO R W 03 2Lsd
FEEDOOZDTO0M6T AED 284001464706702 1 EA FHI @0 R HB 03 2153
FEEDOOZDICONGS  ATD SS4001464T0STHE 1 A THT BBO R W 03 £Ls3
FEEO000Z0T0030 S  ANS IS40014847T06870E 1 L8 FHZ .1.]=] 3 1. o3 Il=a
FEEDOOZDTOOATO  AED SE4001464TIETHE 1 EA FHE BEO R B 03 £Ls3
FEEO00ZOTO03TL AN I24001 484706 THE 1 KE FHz .1.1=] 3 1] o3 Il=3
FEEOOOZDICORTE  ATE ZEADOILE4TISTHE 1 TR FHZ BEO T B 0= ZLs3
FREO000ZOTO037E  AKS IS40014847T0670% 1 KB FHZ .1.1=] 3 1. 03 Il=1
FBEDOOZNIOZTE ARS ZEADOLAEATOGTNE 1 I FHEZ B8O B BB 03 £ls3
PFREDODOZOTOOITZ?  AKG 2400146470 7ET 1 L8 FHZ -]-[=] R =1 ] o3 Zl=3 _I
-

Now open the text file you just saved from within Excel. At step 1 of the Text Import Wizard, select
Fixed width, if not already selected. Then select which row number to start importing data. Click Next.
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Text Import Wizard - Step 1 of 3 7| x|

The Text \Wizard has determined that wour data is Fixed ‘width,
If this is correct, choose Mext, or choose the data type that best describes wour data.

rCriginal daka kype
Choose the file bype that best describes your daka:
" Delimited - Characters such as commas or tabs separate each Field.
% Fixed width - Fields are aligned in columns with spaces between each field,

Skark irport at pow: lSl E“ Fil= arigin: Windows (ANST) j

Preview of file ;LIPS Back Response.txt,

S FEEOOO0ZO0700008 AEZ 2Z8400111147&50J 1l Ei FHZ 1:z3 Rﬂ
& FESO00Z0700011E AES 5310004931793 1l Ei B53E
FIFBLOQOOZO700082 AEZ lefb0003z2lez3d 1l Ei FHzZ AP L

S FEEQOO0Z07000&84 AEZ E995014411E5540K 1l Ea FiEZ B

S FEEOQOOZO070008E5 AEZ E995014411E5940K 1l Ei FiZ R.:J
< >

Cancel < Back I Mexk = I Einish |

At step two of the wizard, create, delete, or move lines to where you want your columnsto be. Click
Next.

Text Import Wizard - Step 2 of 3 el b

This screen lets vou sek Field widths fcolurmn breaks).

Lines with arrows signify a column break.
To CREATE a break line, click at the desired position,

To DELETE a break line, double click on the line.
To MOVE a break line, dlick and drag it.

~Dakta preview
10 20 a0 40 50 &0
L 1 1 1 1 [ ] 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
S Y Y Y + Yy Y Y
BLEOOOQEZO7O0003 | AES| E8400111147&50T7 1l Ei HzZ| 123 H o
BEOOQZO7OO0L11E| AESl E9100045381793 1 Ea SE
BEOOOQZO70O008Z | AES| leE0P03Z16236 1 E& HZ| A4WP H
BEOOOQZO7O00S84 | AES| 5996014411 5940K 1 E& G2 B
BEOOOQEZQ7OQ02E | AES| 998014411 5240K 1l Ei GE H ;I
4 | i
Cancel < Back Einish |
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At step 3 of the wizard, select which columns to import and which to skip, if any, and then select Column
dataformat. Click Finish.

Text Import Wizard - Step 3 of 3 el

This screen lets vou select each column and set olurn data Format
the Data Format, ™ General

‘meneral’ converts numeric values ko numbers, date " Text
values bo dates, and all remaining values to bext, " pate: |MDY =

Advanced. .. |

" Do not import column (skip)

~Dakta preview
Lext Text Edipn Colums bki i BEipSkrevel
Z8400111147&50T 1l E&i HE| 1E&3 H il
£910p0049217932 1 Ea JE
1eE0P0O2Z16236 1 E& HEZ| AP el
E2960144115940K 1 E& GE b2l
E39g014411 5940 1l E&i GE H 'I

| K

Cancel < Back Mexk =

Your datais now in spreadsheet-format.
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"5 |FESOOOZ0TO00RS 5956 Of44115940%
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| 18 | FESO0OZO0TO0367 2340 014607067 ME
10 FESON0ZOTO0REE 2040 0M4Ba706FHE
| FESOD0ZOVO0SES 2840 014647067 ME
21| FRSOO0Z07I070 2040 01 464706THE
22 |FBSON0ZOTO0ETY 2340 014BATDETMI
¥4 FESOO0ZO7O0ST 2640 01 467LETME
24| FESOO0ZO7TO0EFS 2840 0 4607067 HE
2 | FRSO00AVO0STE 2340 (1 4BAFOGTRT
| 5 | FESOO0ZOTONGT? 5940 01 4647067NT
27 | FOSOOOZOTO0GTS 2040 07 ARA7067 HE
76 |FESDO0ZOVOMEE] 2840 01 4B47067ME
| 20 FRSDO0ZOTOCEST 2940 0H4G4PIGTHE
50 |FESOUOZOTOIEE 2840 01 4647067 HE
31 |FESO00ZOTO0SET 2340 01 4B7OGT T
| 52| FESOO0ZOTO0EEA 3940 014697067 NE
|53 |FESDO0Z0VO0SES 2340 014647067 R
3 | FESO0O0ZDVO0SEE 2840 O14BA7DETRLI
25 |FESOO0ZO0T00E67 2840 0714667067 ME
35 | FBSOO00VO0SE 20940 01 4GA70ETHLE

57 [FESOODZ0TO0CAT (2340 O14ETDETMEI | B i) |
4 ATk Rl LIPS fack Responar ¢ i et I . 1]
Feady | (| LT ==

Y ou may wish to sort your file now so you can spot any extraneous data, such as headers or footers, in
your columns. Y ou can now use the Data, Filter, Advanced menu item to strip out unique records only.

Best of luck from the LINK Program Management Office in your data extraction efforts. Please send us
any comments or suggestions at linkadm@dlis.dlamil.
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