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Batch Instructions

To run Batch you first need to either run the setup.exe off of Disc 1 or create a shortcut to the wbat32.exe off of the location of Disc 1.  Batch gets installed by default if you run the regular FED LOG setup.  It does not create a shortcut on the desktop but can be found if you click Start-Programs-FED LOG-FED LOG Batch.

Once Batch is launched you should see a CD Scanning Console.  This is where you will need to point to the location of your discs.  You should have green check marks next to the discs with the correct month you are using.  If you currently have FED LOG Interactive working and you launch it, you can just write down the locations from the Interactive CD Scanning Console as they will be the same for Batch.

Note:  Do not be alarmed if Batch only asks for the locations for only Disc 1 or Disc 2, this is normal.  Batch will ask for the other discs if it needs later on when you run your batch.
Batch works over the Internet the same way as Interactive.  If you use the Internet version for Interactive you can copy the Address  of Proxy and Port information  from Interactive and type it into the Address of Proxy and Port for Batch.
The Icons at the top of the Batch Setup Screen will enable and disable certain functionality within Batch.  For the most part you will usually run Batch with both FLIS and All clicked in.  

The first section is your Job file.  This is a made up name usually relating to the “job” you are about to run (i.e. partnumberjune.flb)  If you do not put an extension on the name Batch will automatically add the .flb to it.  This file basically holds all of the settings you are about to set up in this Batch run.  If you need to re-run this same batch next month you can pull up this “June” Job and change the names of your Job, Input and Output to partnumberjuly.flb etc. and then just run it.  It will have all the settings remembered from the last run for June.

The Optional fields are rarely used and are for filtering out certain information.  For example, if you were looking for the word red you could set up your batch to run a list of NIIN’s and using the Optional fields tell Batch to return only things where Must Contain (drop field down and select Item Name) and in the With section you could type Red and click the arrow to the right.  Basically this would run through your list of NIIN’s and only return information if one of those NIIN’s had the Item Name of Red in it.  Use the And and Or if you are going to filter on more than one criteria.

Your Input filename is the list of values you wish to search on.  If you have a list of NIIN’s in a Text document you can point to the location of this file and you would select NIIN from Query Fields.  If you are using a list of NSN’s as your Input you will notice there is no NSN field in Query Fields.  You would need to select NIIN and then under the Input section where it says Record Length you would change Start to 5 and Field Length to 13.  In essence you are telling Batch to ignore the first 4 characters and start on the 5th character of your NSN and focus on position 5 thru 13 (in actuality the NIIN)  Record Length “V” means “variable” and is usually never changed.  

If you have an Excel spreadsheet with the list of values you want to search on, you would highlight the column in Excel and select Edit, Copy, to copy the fields and then go into Notepad.exe (in Windows) and paste them into it and save it with a name and an extension of either .txt (by default) or .fli.  Either extension will work for Batch.  Just remember if you give it a .txt extension and browse out to find it by clicking the Input Filename button, Batch will be looking for files with a .fli extension so you will need to drop the Files of type box down to select All Files (*.*) to see your .txt file.  Leave your Default Editor to Notepad.exe unless you must use some other text editor.

Your Output file is also another made up name that should resemble the job you are running.

Note:  It is good practice to create 3 folders on your hard drive under your Fed Log folder named Job, Input and Output and keep each of your files in their respective folders.  It is also good practice to name your Job, Input and Output to the same name so you can distinguish your files. i.e. 

Job = partnumberjune.flb 

Input=partnumberjune.fli

Output=partnumberjune.flo

After all these values have been set you should be able to click the Continue button.  If all these values are set and Continue is still grayed out just re-select the Query Fields.

You are now on the Batch Format Screen.  This is where you will be determining how your output file looks.  If you select Screen View you will notice a message that pops up and tells you “This action will delete all the contents in the output list…etc.”  It is OK to select Yes and you will see the Views or Fields section change.  You would ONLY select this option if you wanted your output to look exactly like it appears in Interactive.  For instance, if you wanted a screen print of the Management Screen in Interactive, then select Management from the list and move it to the Output List section.  For each match that Batch finds from your Input list it will make a screen copy of the Management screen for each value.

Custom Report is the nicest and easiest type to read as it keeps a pre-set field length for each field and doesn’t squish the output together.

Field Delimited would be used if you were going to import this output into another program such as Excel.  Your output would be all squished together but if you were to go into Excel and try to open your output file (i.e. partnumberjune.flo) it would automatically ask you how you wanted your columns separated.  If you set your Delimiter to Comma under the Format section you would tell Excel to separate by commas and it would make a new column each time it found a comma thus separating your output.  

Suppress Quotes and Suppress Headings  remove quotes and/or headings from the output.  You would not want headings if you are importing into another program.

Changes Only when checked will only return data that has changed since the last months production BASED ON THE FIELDS IN YOUR OUTPUT.  If NIIN “X” has a change in the Price and you are asking for the UI for that NIIN in your output and have Changes Only checked, it will not return that NIIN as a match.  If a field in a record changed and you do not ask for that particular field it WILL NOT return that NIIN even though the “record” changed.

Service Only:  If you are asking for any fields from the Management Screen it will return a value for each service listed on that screen.  For example, if you ask for Price for NIIN 70 it will return in your output the price for each Service Agency listed on the Management screen.  If you are only interested in 1 Service Agencies information to be returned then you would check the Service Only box BUT you must select the Icon from the first page of Batch setup to tell it which Service Agencies information you are interested in.  So if you have the Army icon pressed in (tank) then you will only receive information in your output from the S/A (Service Agency) Army.  This ONLY applies to the Management screen.

Views or Fields are listed in the last section.  These values are determined by the Icon you have pressed in on the first page of Batch setup.  If you do not have the Army (tank) icon pressed in, you will not see any AMDF fields available in the output list.  If you have the All and FLIS icons in, you will have every field available.

If you are getting a –4 error when trying to run a batch you will need to make a FED LOG folder under your program files folder.  This is where the program needs to write its .tmp (Temp) files.  For example: c:\program files\fed log.  Fed Log must be written as two words for this to work.  Go to Windows Explorer, go under your c:\ drive and look for Program Files, highlight it and go to File, New, New Folder and name it fed log.

